
SUPREME COURT
SPEEDS UP WORK;

ONL Y YEAR LA TE
The Supreme Court of tha United

States Is speeding up.
Proof of this is seen In the fact It

la only a year behind In Its work,
whereas it used to be four years be-

hind.
It has about 600 cases ahead of it.

This looks like a good many to the
layman. However, the lawyers don't
consider it 10 many. They recall that
the court some years ago was 1,800
cases behind.

Decisions Every Tear.
In those days, If one docketed a

case in the Supreme court no w

likely to have to wait about four
years for a decision. He might me
In the interim. Now, if one dockets
a case, say this summer, he will
nmhiblv cet a decision next spring
or next June, before the court closes
up its work for the summer.

The creation of the court of ap-

peals back In 1831 helped out the Su-

preme Court a great deal. It was
then badly congestetd and at least
1.S00 cases behind. Since then there
has been a gradual reduction.

Chief JusUce White has been a
vigorous head of the court. He has
done a great deal- - to expedite busi-
ness. He has bad the support of the
court In this movement. The result
has been a steady cutting down of
the list of cases accumulated on the
docket and not acted upon.

The public, no doubt, would be
glad if the court was entirely up
with its work, so that if one docket-
ed a case he could cet a decision in
tha course of a month or so. But,)
this would not be a happy arrange-
ment for the lawyers, They wouldn't
have time enough to give that leis-
urely preparation to cases which are
to be heard by the highest Judicial
tribunal which they like.

Attorneys Favor Delays- -
"The Interests of lawyers and their

clients," said an authority on
Court practice, "are not al-

ways dentlcaL The clients want
speedy action, but the lawyers are
not so anxious for It. for obvious
reasons. The courts in a way are
contributory to the delay. That is,
they are extremely liberal and leni-
ent in allowing continuances for the
convenience of attorneys."

The English courts are not as pati-
ent as the American courts. They
cut off proceedings quickly in many
instances. In the Supreme Court, if
a. lawyer presents a case in which
there Is no new issue or which is
frivolous, he is sharply hazed; or
the court may hand down a decision
quickly, which 14 the following Mon-
day. This is a new development in
the court's practice.

However. In England, under like
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circumstances, the court would prob-
ably halt the cabe. say It raised no
issue or nothing Important and dis-
miss it.

The Supreme Court of the United
States is rather more considerate of
the practitioner, though it sometimes
hazes attorneys sharply. If there is
nn obvious attempt to trespass on the
time of the court to some end not
worth while.

Irfnjr DeeUlon Banned.
One way in which the court is

tending to make progress in catching
up with its business is by writing
shorter opinions and fewer opinions
than formerly. Now. unless points of
moment are involved, the practice Is
to deliver short opinions. Justice
Holmes is one of the leaders In this
movement. He rarely gives a long1
opinion, and condenses his statement
as much as he deems reasonable, even
in caes of large importance. Usu-
ally, he has not over four pages' In
an opinion. In the days of Justice
Harlan, a twenty-flv- o page opinion
was not uncommon, and while such
opinions might be entertaining to
lawyers, they were likely to consume
much of the Monday afternoons when
decisions are handed down.

D.C. INSTITUTIONS ARE

REMEfllBEREDiNWHl

Should all her brothers and sisters
die wlthoue issue, Viola Walden Myer.
in her will dated July 8, 1012, nlcd for
probate yesterday, directs that her
entire estate shall be surrendered
the trustee to the Protestant Episco
pal Cathedral Foundation of the Dis
trict of Columbia.

The Smithsonian Institution by the
terms of the will of testator i( to re-
ceive a portrait of the late Gen. Al-
bert J. Myer, her father. Five thou-
sand dollars are set aside for the erec-
tion of a chapel at Lake View, Erie
county, N. Y in memory of her sis-
ter, Helen Walden Myer, and a lc

cash bequest of $30,000 is made
to her sister, Katherlne Walden Myer.
The household effects are to go to
the sisters, and the remaining estate
Is devised to the American Security
and Trust Company in trust as

KING SENDS GREETINGS

AS U. S. TROOPS LAND

LONDON, Aug. 1. Fresh American
contingents, landing at several Brit-
ish ports, were handed (he following
message from King George today:

"The people of the British Isles wel-
come you en your way to take your
stand beside the armies of many na
tions fsntmg the great battle for
human freedom. The allies gain new
heart and spirit through your com
pany I wish I could saake the hand
of every one of you and b'.d you

sold us JmMM.
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"A real step in producing greater

efficiency in our offices.

"The Ediphone gives us better letters
more accurate dictation, saves

the time of high-pric- ed dictators
and cuts the cost of letters to less
than one-ha- lf their cost with short--,
hand.

"The Ediphone System is a twenty-fo- ur

hour stenographer its complete-
ness and simplicity make the dic-

tator independent in dictation;
make him a better dictator and
give the stenographer comfort and
ease in her work."

Quoted from the statement of one of he')
thousands of Ediphone users listed by name
and business in our book "STABILITY.

Installed by

THOMAS A. EDISON, Inc.
P. P. Finigan, DUtriet Manager

1419 G Street, near 15th Street
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GUN

MINTS
FOUND ON MARNE

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMT AT
THE MAHNE, Aug. 1. Emplacements
for two long-rang- e guns have been
round between Armentleres and Nan
teuil Notre Dame on the Alsne-Marn- e

front.
These were not "Berthas,"

such as bombarded Paris, bnt h

naval type guns which were used for
shelling the Meaux region on July 15.

xl nu ino nmo Kina or weapon
that the Germans used to bombard
Dunkirk, Epernay. and Fumes in
July. 1915, except that special mount
ing was usca nere which gave a
higher angle for the fire and conse-
quently a longer range.
5 The guns had
been removed by the Germans before
the allies came up, but the bases re-
mained.

The emplacements were sixty feetsquare and fifty feet deep. They
were constructed of steel and con-
crete, and the gun carriages were
mounted In turrets that could be
turned around.

"SEND 0S LETTERS,"

WRITES D. C. SAMMY

"Send me a letter from home."
That is the plea of a Washington

soldier boy to his mother back home,
a plea echoed by thousands of soldier
boys in France.

Richard A. Purcell, thirty-on- e, for
mer pressman in the Bureau of En-
graving and Printing, writes his
mother, Mrs. David Parker. 16 New
York avenue northwest, that It's not
music, candy, books, and things like
that the soldier boys want.

It's the letter from home that they
crave.

Mrs. Parker has another son, Will-la- m

F. Purcell, now training at Camp
Meade. Richard Purcell went across
May 8 and is in Battery B, 305 Field
Artillery.

FRENCH GENERAL
PRAISES (J. S. M&V
IN HIS COMMAND

By NEWTON C. PARKE.
Iateraatlonal Neira Service Staff Cor

respondent.
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMT AT

THE AISNE, July 31 (0 p. m.). The
battle of the Marne has entered a
new phase in which the Germans may
be expected henceforth to contest
bitterly every effort 6f the allies to
advance toward the Flsmes line.

Consequently the American public
must not expect the same rapid prog-
ress in the next fortnight which
marked the last two weeks of fight-
ing.

This Impression was gained this
afternoon in a talk with General
Degoutte. brilliant commander of the
Sixth French army, covering the
sector north of the Marne, where the
Germans were thrown back across
the Ourcq.

The General Explains.
A large number of Americans were

engaged In the Marne salient battle
under General Dcgoutte's command.
The general's headquarters are in an
old chateau, from which he has been
directing operations. The furnish
ings of the general's room Is sim-

ple, consisting of a table and two
chairs, together with several maps,
Including one large relief mop in
colors, ahowlng tha sector in which
French and Americans under his
command are operating.

The general seated himself in a
wooden chair and. with a ruler,
showed on the relief map how the
Germans had been squeezed In and
forced to retreat from the pocket.

Then he pointed out tha terrain
towards which we are now advanc-
ing north of the Ourcq. explaining
how the wooded heights gave the
Germans a magnificent line of de-

fense by the aid of their machine
guns. The Boche Is not likely to re-

tire frsm these positions' without a
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struggle, general Indi-
cated.

Friends.
General Degoutte further pointed

savage German counter
attacks against Serlnges Sergy

evidence enemy
preparlnr make stand.

correspondents present
asked allies would continue
advance Flsmes gen-
eral smiled replied de-
pended what Germans planned.
Further answer.
Another French officer remarked
afterward:

"General DeGoutte
BKinsa berore

General DeGoutte
unexpected pleasure num-
ber American officers

China
working fight.
considered grat honor com-
mand large force Ameri-
cans engagement
European

conclusion, French com-
mander, asked word ad-
miration
fighting America.

announced
regiments fighting

sector
French divisional order other

regiment
newly arrived units.

GREECE HAPPY LAST.
PARIS. Aug, 1-- Meletls
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WASHINGTON Ml
HAS 'LIVELY III'

IN FRANC

An interesting description of a
trip "over there." on an- army trans-
port and of impesslona and activi-
ties on the fighting front in France
was received today in a letter writ-
ten by Mai. C. V. Church. Judge Ad-
vocate, United States ajmy, from
"Somewhere in France,' ' to" Fred.
O'Connell, deputy clerk of the Dis-
trict Supreme Court. The letter.
dated July 12, follows:

Tempting' Sforsel for Subs,
"Up to the last part of our voyage

across the ocean, more than a month
ago, we were not honored by the
visit of any submarines. To that
point the trip was quiet and unevent
ful. But at the last, while We were
in sight of land in broad daylight
there was something doing. I am
not at liberty to tell you in this let
ter what happened, except to say
that we bad a lively time, a thrill-
ing time, and that the episode had
a happy ending for our side of the
game. We came across on one of
the largest, ships In the world, car-
rying a good slied army alone; from
which' you can draw your own con-
clusions as to what a tempting mo-
tel we were for the submarines.

"After our arrival, wo traveled
from city to city, for a couple of
weeks. Then we settled down In
billets for about three weeks; and
then changed our location to this
place, which: Is a typical French
town, with cobble stones and crooked
streets. y

Everybody Working Hard.
"I wish it were permissible to

tell you something about military
matters. There is so much that
might be said; and it is tempting to
say soma of It But the censorship
rules are Inexorable. Everybody is
working hard, and that activity is
not confined to the daytime.

"Rushing into cellars and dug-ou- ts

at all hours of the night is not an
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amusing pastime after one has tried
It a few times. At first it 'Is inter
eating, but after you repeat the per
formance several times tha same
night, as well as on
nights. It becomes a decided bore.
But it is the only proper caper in
interest of Those
air bombs and torpedoes are rather
annoying, one never knows where

one Is' going- - to fall.
"Steel helmets and masks.

especially latter, are not agree
able apparel, but they are highly de
slrable at times. If one cars to pro
long his days. I am wearing my gas
mask now while writing this letter,
as we have to wear them at a certain
period each day."

ON

Washington flih dealers are today
selling at the "fair prices" fixed by
the Food the consign
ment of haddock, flounders, cod, and
pollock which District Food Ad'
ministration bought in Boston and
distributed yesterday in

An inspection of the fish markets
today disclosed that one dealer is sell
ing haddock and flounders cut into
steaks for 15 cents a pound. The

fair price for had
dock was 13 cents and for Bounders
12H cents. "

When Clarence R. Wilson, District
Food was told of these
IS cents sales, he said he is uncer-
tain whether dealer is violating
the food rules.

"There Is, of course, additional ex-
pense and consumption of time in
cutting up fish." be said, "and I am
not in a position now to make a
statement as to just what method of
procedure, if any, can be used against

dealer."

Aug. 1. The official Bul
garian newspaper has begn to pre-
pare tha Bulgarian populace a
break with Turkey.

from Bona today
credited the Mir with saying that
"Turkey would not keep her frontier

EX-INF-
AN T

GROWN

HERM T WOODS

BOSTON. Ana--. 1 Wlliiam Js
Sldls, who entered Brookllns High at
the age of sight And who, at slxtssa.
donned his first lone: cants to be BTSd--
Bated from Harvard, is ruing; to fee) a
hermit.

"X want to live the ssrrsct Ufa."
Sldls said "ana the calx
way to live the perfect life !s to lira'
It In seclusldn. I have always hate
crowds."

At the as of nineteen Jtdls has om
year mora to give to Harvard Law
School. Then he will betake himself
to some more or less secluded spot,
far from the madding cvowd, and set-
tle down to work.v He will undoubted!, write. Bit
will not attempt a best seller. Ha
will write something meant to be use-
ful uplifting. He prefers pfatss
of aundlts to tha money of tha
magazines.

The son of a prominent Bostom
psychologist, William James Sldls at-
tracted' the attention of tha world,
when, in 1007, he pasd the rednlre
examinations and was admitted to
Brookllns high school. "Infant
prodigy," everybody said, and thtm
for a time Master Sldls was forgot-
ten.

Three years later, wearing-- knicker
bockers, he was admitted to Harvard
at a special student, and tha world sat
up to take notice. A discourse by tha
boy to tha learned professors of Har
vard on hypothetical fourth di-
mension caused the scholars to hail
the lad as "most wonderful mental
prodigy in the world's history."

In the Educational League ha
knows nothing of baseball.
by the way w. j. siais has batted
,400 every year --from Infancy. Ha
could read and spell when ha was two.
ran the typewriter at three, repeats
entire books at four, spoke six lan-
guages at 'eight, was an astronomer
at nine.

At sixteen he said: "I shall never
marry; I have sworn it."
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